
OCEAN HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP GUIDELINES 

 
Our church has made a commitment to be an Earth Care congregation, which means that we are now part of a 
“national eco-justice network that cares for God’s creation by connecting, equipping, and inspiring Presbyterians 
to make creation care a central concern of the church” (https://presbyearthcare.org/). To care for God’s 
creation, we strive to deepen our consciousness and act, as a congregation and as individual members, to 
protect the environment. This document provides guidance for us as we continue our journey towards 
becoming better stewards of the Earth. 
 
Our Land: We will strive to 

 Make our land a pesticide-, herbicide-, and fertilizer-free zone.  
RATIONALE: Pesticides create risks for living things—birds, bees, butterflies, frogs, toads, turtles, small 
mammals, and humans. They contaminate water, soil, and air and kill many more species than the 
targeted pests. Their effect can last for months. In a healthy environment, birds, wasps, toads, bats, and 
other species keep insects under control. Humans can help by manually removing pests. 

 Make our lawns less perfect and more livable, avoiding the use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers, 
converting some lawn areas into meadow by using native plants.  
RATIONALE: Native plants can flourish and will add beauty to our landscape and reduce the need for 
mowing. 

 Plant native plants. 
RATIONALE:  Native plants will provide habitat for birds, bees, and butterflies. Native plants provide the 
nectar, fruit, seeds, and leaves that our native critters need to sustain themselves. Many non-native 
ornamental plants look beautiful but don’t provide what these critters need and may require extra 
water and fertilizer to survive. Native plants know how to survive in our region and require less care. 

 Complete fall clean-up, leaving fallen leaves on flower beds. 
RATIONALE: Leaves will break down into natural fertilizer and also shelter wintering critters. Clean-up of 
flower beds can be done in the spring. 

 
Our Indoor Space:  We will strive to  

 Recycle cans, glass bottles and jars, juice and milk cartons, plastics, newspaper, office paper, and 
cardboard. We follow ACUA recycling guidelines. 

 Use mugs, silver, and plates, rather than disposable items, such as paper plates, bowls, or plastic cutlery. 

 Avoid use of plastic water bottles, instead serving water in pitchers.  

 Avoid the use of plastic bags. 

 Use recycled toilet paper and napkins, whenever possible. 

 Reduce our use of paper towels. 

 Purchase office paper and envelopes with recycled content. 

 Use online newsletters. 

 Use and sell organic fair-trade coffee, chocolate bars, and tea. 

 Use cleaning supplies that are environmentally friendly. 
 
References:  Presbyterians for Earth Care (https://presbyearthcare.org/), the Delaware Nature Society 
(www.DelNature.org), and Jesse Connor of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the South Jersey Shore. 
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